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Page 2 Presidents Message   -   Bill Black

In visiting different Affiliated Associations (i.e. regions), I have noted that the quality of the 
work being shown seems to be improving steadily.   I believe that amongst the reasons for that, 
is that most Associations now have established training programs that train the beginners 
properly and encourage them to show what they have made and to learn from more experienced 
turners.    
 
I also believe that the Associations are actively encouraging their members to bring along items 
as per their meeting’s “theme” and also in some Associations to be judged to pick out the best 
items.   Whilst most of our members are not very interested in submitting entries into the various 
shows, they are willing to show their work within their own Association and this is helping 
people develop their skills. 
 
Our Guild membership is steady, following the renewal of memberships recently and there 
seems to be a steady stream of new members replacing those who leave.  Most Associations are 
demonstrating at fairs etc and quite a few are also making themselves known through their 
presence at Bunnings BBQs.   Having people know who we are through exposure like this, is 
one of the best ways of keeping our membership alive. 
 
If you have any ideas, suggestions, questions or complaints for the Guild, don’t forget that the 
best way of telling the Committee is through your Association’s Guild Representative. 
 
Safe Turning. 

 

Isn’t it great that we appear to be coming out of the winter cold and into the warmer days.  I 

don’t know about you but I find the workshop a cold place to be during the colder months.  

Now I know that some people have their workshops set up incredibly well with heating and 

air-conditioning and all of the mod-cons a man could want but mine is not so fortunate in the 

climate control stakes...in fact most of  this winter I have barely set foot in my shed...for two 

reasons.  Number one I have a young family and it is near impossible to get time either 
during the week or on the weekend to turn too much, but it is the lesser of my reasons. 

I find it incredibly hard to spend too much time in the shed in the winter due to the climate.  

The winter we have just endured was the coldest Sydney winter in 13 years.  Lordy -  it made 

me homesick for the cold Melbourne winters....I know other turners who have similar issues 

so guess I am not the only one who suffers from circulation and joint problems.   

Editorial Comment   -   Scott Rollo
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I get sore back, legs and aching feet and sore ankles and I stand on a wooden “trivet” to isolate me 

from the cold concrete!  Now I know that there are things you can do and some of you probably 

have heaters in the shed, be it electric, gas or maybe a solid fuel heater.  I know that there is a good 

argument for having a wood burner in the workshop – heaven knows there is an AMPLE supply of 

fuel in the workshop, be it wooden offcuts or simply failed projects that can NEVER see the light of 
day...But...I don’t think flames and wood/sawdust are comfortable bed partners...I once had a small 

to scary fire given off by grinding sparks that ignited sawdust/fluff.  So a fire with open flames just 

makes me think of house insurance and does the house insurance cover self caused shed fires....but 

it does give me pause...what are the real risks of turning in a cold workshop, especially fro those 

getting on in years. 

1. Discomfort from cold stiff hands and feet, runny nose and shivering.  

2.     Reduced manual skills, dexterity, coordination and accuracy with impact on productivity and 

patient safety (from procedural accidents).  

3.   Increased risk of musculoskeletal injuries from stiffness of muscles and joints and reduced 
peripheral circulation.  

4.    Increased risk of accidents from reduced alertness, manual dexterity and coordination, e.g. 
increased risk of needlestick injuries.  

5.      Aggravation of medical conditions such as asthma and arthritis, 
 
Now I know that there are ways to keep warm, but bulky clothes and jackets are not conducive to 
freedom of movement when turning.  So there is the traditional electric “blow” heater, but they are 
not great in an open space like a shed.  My first thought was of an old M*A*S*H episode where 
Frank Burns wore battery powered heated socks....and I wondered where I might buy some...I think 
one of the better ideas is to let mother nature do all the work by installing laserlight or similar 
roofing to let some heat in.  It has an added benefit of letting in more light which has got to be a 
good thing.  High powered lights do generate a lot of heat but they do cost you a fair bit of $$$.  A 
few strategically placed spotlights can really make a difference..................................................... 
 
Whatever you end up doing to keep yourself warm the next cold snap good luck to you – and 
hopefully we won’t have to worry till next winter! 
 
A few housekeeping duties – thanks to the members who contributed to this months BH & E.  It 
makes a massive difference when a lot of the BH & E is done by the members – for the members. 
 
A public apology – last issue there was an entry at the TWWWS I called the lantern holder and 
announced it was made by John Smith – in fact it was made by Les Jaffrey at Menai!  Sorry Les! 
John Smith is my working pseudonym until I get the correct spelling of a person name & it got 
through!!!! D’oH!!!  
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I have been asked by many turners to give some details about how I put the Twisted Doughnut 

together. I am more than happy to share with you all just how to do this. 

 

Before you start, you have to be sure you have enough patience to see you through to the end of the 

project, because you are not going to see any result before, at least, a week or two. 

OK, let me talk about, specifically, my doughnut. It is 300mm diameter, the round tube is 100mm 

diameter, so the central hole is 100mm diameter as well. 

The tube is made of 24 small rings, each ring is made of 12 segments. 

 

Firstly, I cut 144 segments of Walnut and 144 of Rock Maple, two woods giving good contrasts in 

colour.  This means that I ended up with 24 small rings each containing 12 pieces. 

 7.57.5

Each rings face  has to be cut down to 15 degree ( 7.5 degree on each side ) to make the big tube 

ring. (15 degrees  X 24 segments = 360 degrees...or one donut...) 

NOTE: If you build a long tube and cut it into 24 small rings at 15 degrees, you will manage to glue 

them next to each other with no offset, you make it into a doughnut and save a lot of timber but the 

two colours will sit on themselves and it will be striped doughnut, not twisted. The choice is yours. 

I had to work individually on each ring and cut it 15 degrees, 7.5 degrees from each side AFTER 

twisting  it 5 degrees of the previous ring position, so each colour would sit off on two thirds of the 

next segment of the same colour. 
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For that reason, I had to number the rings 1 to 24 and glued them in the same order when they were 

ready. Otherwise the twisted lines would be broken in many places. 

Gluing those 24 rings was another difficult process because they were running toward their heavy 

sides uncontrollably. I glued every six rings and then glued the four quarters together. 
 

At last the rough cut doughnut was ready to go to the lathe. 

 
I had no chuck of any kind to hold that unusual shape and size, so I had to build a special chuck. I 

enlarged my 140mm diameter metal face chuck to 340mm diameter by attaching it to a disc of 

plywood surrounded by a flexible fence and squeezed the doughnut in it by using 20 huge rubber 
bands. 

That homemade chuck exposed only one quarter of the doughnut tube to the chisel. So I had to turn 

it around to turn the other inner quarter. The inner half of the tube was turned, but the outer half was 
not. 

 
For that I had to build another special chuck to hold it on the lathe from the already turned centre, as 

showing in the picture. The last part, I had to repeat all of these four procedures twice over, one for 

sanding and one for polishing. 
 

I’m sorry for those who intend to turn their own doughnut, they probably, just by reading this 

article, will give up before they start!!!  After all, it is just a challenge you have to accept it and if 
you like it, have a go at making one!  I enjoyed every minute of this project. 

Sam Shakouri. 
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Most of the Affiliated Associations in the Guild currently have training programs in place for 
beginners, and some even have programs for more advanced woodturning subjects.    To assist the 
Associations in their training, the Guild has recently hosted a Train the Trainer program. 
 
The purpose of the training was not to teach people how to turn wood or to tell the trainers what to 
teach the trainees.   The purpose was to help the trainers in becoming better teachers so that they 
can pass on the knowledge even more effectively. 
 
The trainer for the program was Bob (Santa) Hodge from Western Sydney Woodturners Inc.    Bob 
is well qualified to conduct this training being a fully qualified teacher with a long history in 
teaching technical subjects in TAFE.   He also has completed the Woodturning Trade Course at 
Lidcombe under John Ewart.   He currently is the main trainer at Western Sydney Woodturners Inc. 

The course was held over 2 full days on the 4
th
 and 11

th
 of July and 10 people from various 

Affiliated Associations successfully completed the course.   Some of the topics covered included 
building effective relationships with the students, tips on how to keep the students interested and 
learning the whole lesson, the use of teaching aids, building a lesson plan and structuring of the 
lesson.    One tool that Bob used to demonstrate effective presentation methods was to videotape 
each of the participants (thank to Ken McEwen of Southern) presenting a 3 minute explanation of a 
woodturning topic.   No warning was given to prepare, so this made it very interesting for everyone, 
but the standard of presentations improved noticeably over the 2 days as everyone picked up on 
how to give a good presentation. 
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Everyone who attended commented on how good the course was and how it will help them in 
training others.    A big thank you was earned by Bob who kept the participants fully involved (i.e. 
awake!) all the way through the course.   This demonstrated that what he was saying actually 
works!   Thanks also to Warren Rankin for organising the course and to Southern Region 
Woodturners Inc. for lending the Cubbyhouse for the 2 days.  Further courses such as this may be 
run if there are enough people who are interested. 

The successful participants were: 
 
Bart Galea  Eastern 
Bill Black  Southern 
Bill Papalexiou Eastern 
Doug Midgley  Bankstown 
Frank Barsanti  Macarthur 
Gerry Brady Snr Eastern 
John Overton  Macarthur 
Ken Phillips  Southern 
Michael Twemlow Macarthur 
Steve McGrady Macarthur 
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1-Ø   I asked God for a bike, but I know God doesn't work that way. So I 
stole a bike and asked for forgiveness. 
 
2-Ø   Do not argue with an idiot. He will  drag you down to his level and 
beat you with experience. 
 
3-Ø   I want to die peacefully in my sleep, like my grandfather. Not 
screaming and yelling like the passengers in his car. 
 
4-Ø   Going to church doesn't make you a Christian any more than 
standing in a garage makes you a car. 
 
5-Ø   Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear 
bright until you hear them speak. 
 
6-Ø   If I agreed with you we'd both be wrong. 
 
7-Ø   We never really grow up, we only learn how to act in public. 
 
8-Ø   War does not determine who is right - only who is left. 
 
9-Ø   Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; Wisdom is not putting it 
in a fruit salad. 
 
10-Ø   The early bird might get the worm, but the second mouse gets the cheese. 
 
11-Ø   Evening news is where they begin with 'Good evening', and then 
proceed to tell you why it isn't. 
 
12-Ø   To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many 
is research. 
 
13-Ø   How is it one careless match can start a forest fire, but it takes 
a whole box to start a campfire? 
 
14-Ø   Some people are like Slinkies ... not really good for anything, 
but you can't help smiling when you see one tumble down the stairs. 
 
15-Ø   Dolphins are so smart that within a few weeks of captivity, they 
can train people to stand on the very edge of the pool and throw them 
fish. 
 
16-Ø   I thought I wanted a career, turns out I just wanted pay checks. 
 
17-Ø   A bank is a place that will lend you money, if you can prove that 
you don't need it. 
 
18-Ø   Whenever I fill out an application, in the part that says "If an 
emergency, notify:" I put "DOCTOR". 
 
19-Ø   I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you. 
 
20-Ø   Why does someone believe you when you say there are four billion 
stars, but check when you say the paint is wet? 
 
21-Ø   Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the 
street with a bald head and a beer gut, and still think they are sexy. 
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22-Ø   Why do Americans choose from just two people to run for president 
and 50 for Miss America ? 
 
23-Ø   Behind every successful man is his woman. Behind the fall of a 
successful man is usually another woman. 
 
24-Ø   A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory. 
 
25-Ø   You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need a parachute 
to skydive twice. 
 
26-Ø   The voices in my head may not be real, but they have some good ideas! 
 
27-Ø   Always borrow money from a pessimist. He won't expect it back. 
 
28-Ø   A diplomat is someone who can tell you to go to hell in such a way 
that you will look forward to the trip. 
 
29-Ø   Hospitality:  making your guests feel like they're at home, even 
if you wish they were. 
 
30-Ø   Money can't buy happiness, but it sure makes misery easier to live with. 
 
31-Ø   I discovered I scream the same way whether I'm about to be 
devoured by a great white shark or if a piece of seaweed touches my 
foot. 
 
32-Ø   Some cause happiness wherever they go. Others whenever they go. 
 
33-Ø   There's a fine line between cuddling and holding someone down so 
they can't get away. 
 
34-Ø   I used to be indecisive. Now I'm not sure. 
 
35-Ø   I always take life with a grain of salt, plus a slice of lemon, 
and a shot of tequila. 
 
36-Ø   When tempted to fight fire with fire, remember that the Fire 
Department usually uses water. 
 
37-Ø   You're never too old to learn something stupid. 
 
38-Ø   To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call whatever it is  
you hit the target. 
 
39-Ø   Nostalgia isn't what it used to be. 
 
40-Ø   Some people hear voices. Some see invisible people. Others have no 
imagination whatsoever. 
 
41-Ø   A bus is a vehicle that runs twice as fast when you are after it 
as when you are in it . 
 
42-Ø   If you are supposed to learn from your mistakes, why do some 
people have more than one child? 
 
43-Ø   Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine. 
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At  the recent Sydney Working With Wood Show at the Moore Park Entertainment Quarter one of 
the Western Sydney Wood Turners club members Ken Vodden was successful in winning both first 
and third place in the wood turning category. 
 
Ken through his efforts has also won third prize at the Sydney Royal Easter Show this year with the 
presentation of a segmented vases. While Ken does other work he feels there are more challenges in 
segmented work as it requires close tolerances, a lot of planning, studying designs and plenty of 
patience in preparation which means he has several pieces on the go at the same time.  
 
Ken is very meticulous on the quality of finish in preparation for morotone 3606 which he has used 
over the years and gives him the completed finish he looks for. Ken supplies several galleries where 
you can see his work on display along with other pieces from masters in wood working. 
 
Ken has brought his experiences from many years in cabinet making, then decided to turn his hand 
to woodturning, where after only two years of turning and one year with the club he has impressed 
and inspired many others to join him in his tried and proven methods of segmenting and finishing.  
 
Ken has many plans and drawings of his own and is quite happy to share them with any one so as to 
encourage other members to join him in a competitive  way to keep improving their methods 
comparing notes and learning in a friendly manner making the competition more challenging. He 
has also devoted a lot of his time in many projects and assisting in the running of the club and hopes 
one day to take a more active role in its operation. 

Spotlight  Ken Vodden   -   Eddie Catford
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As a follow up of the artice above, I a pleased to be able to advise our club member Ken Vodden 
has put in another “AWARD WINNING EFFORT” 
Last week end Ken travelled to the Working with Wood Show in Canberra where he made his 
presence felt again by taking out first prize with one of the three segmented items he entered. This 
is a credit to Ken for the dedication and attention to detail he puts into his work. For those who are 
unaware this is the third consecutive show that Ken has entered and won major prizes a sterling 
effort and on behalf of the club “congratulations well done” 
As Ken is passionate about his work and experiences he enjoys challenges. The rewards of these 
challenges come by being competitive and to this end he has indicated his willingness to offer 
advice and assistance to those with similar interests. 
I am sure Ken would be only too happy to discuss any questions you have at any time or even if you 
feel I am able to help please don’t hesitate to contact either of us. 
Again thank you in anticipation……… 
Eddie.   
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To divide by 2 spaces
just draw a line through
the centre.

Using your compass/divider:

Six is also easy because we
just leave the compass setting
the same as for the circle and
step around

300mm diameter

150mm 
1

2 3

4

56

Beyond the to examples above the geometry gets harder but theres an easier way
where someone has done all of the hard work and put all the information in the 
following tables (see page 13)

300mm diameter
1

2

3

4

5
6 7 8

9

10

11

12

13

14

16

181920
21

22

23

24

15

17

For Example:     Divide a 300 mm diameter circle into 24 spaces
See Table:     24 spaces = 0.130526 Chord Length

Calculation:     300 (dia. of job) X 0.130526 =  39.1578mm

Set divider to
39.15mm and
step around the
circle to make
24 spacings!
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Lengths of chords for spacing off the circumfrence of circles with a diameter equal to one for circles of
other diameters multiply length given in table by diameter of circle

MATHEMATICAL TABLES

No. of
Spaces

Length of
   Chord

No. of
Spaces

Length of
   Chord

No. of
Spaces

Length of
   Chord

No. of
Spaces

Length of
   Chord
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The picture above is, of course, a magnificent example of an Australian Yew Tree Taxus  
Underdasii). Its botanical name is in honour of George Under, M.I.A. (Masters  in Agriculture)  
D.O.C.S. (Doctorate of Commercial Shrubbery) P.I.T.A (Professional in Tertiary Arbours), who  
bred the tree as a sport from a cross of the European Yew  (Taxus Overdasii) and the Irish Yew 
 (Taxus Roundasii).  

 
It’s spreading habit and aversion to power lines makes it very popular with County Councils and the 
Electricity Board, as it requires minimum maintenance and upkeep. Therefore, you will often find it 
growing on verges and Council property, especially in association with power lines. 
 
For the purposes of Woodturning, the Australian Yew Tree is relatively difficult to turn, as useful 
portions of the wood are almost impossible to mount on the lathe, due to it’s twisting and cranky 
nature. As can be seen above, the exception to this is the lower portion of trunk, which can be 
relatively straight. However, with the recent legislation prohibiting Woodturners from collecting 
wood from the side of the road (ostensibly for our “own protection”), it is difficult to find available 
examples of this wood. There are no known commercial sources. However, if the turner has power 
lines on their own property, it is possible to grow an example for their own use. Such an effort can 
be highly rewarding, as the production of “wainy” edged bowls is relatively straightforward with 
careful application of electricity. 
 
An interesting characteristic of this tree can be observed if two Australian Yew Trees are planted in 
close proximity, usually less than 20 meters apart. In such an instance, the two tree’s roots and 
branches will intermingle and form a very rare species known as the Australian Double Yew. No 
woodturning uses have been found for this latter tree. 
 
If you find this article interesting and of use, I will be willing to submit further columns discussing 
wood grown in Australia with particular interest to woodturning. However, I do require assistance 
in finding photographs of examples. Currently, I am investigating the Tea Tree, but do not have 
access to a photograph of a tree that displays its obvious characteristics. Likewise, it would be of 
great assistance if anyone can provide photographs of A Tree, Bee Tree, the Spanish Si? Tree, and, 
of course, the French De Tree. Photographs can be sent to sckbs@hotmail.com. However, as the 
Spam filter is set to maximum for this email address, please resend your photographs if I do not 
acknowledge receipt within a week. Thank you.  
 
(Grin. Now, read this again, but this time, out loud.) 
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Ernie Newman’s Woodturners Quiz no. 110 - The Questions 

Ernie Newman’s Woodturners Quiz - The Questions 

1.  Can light pass through wood 3mm thick?  

  
2. Which is the best bottom speed for a lathe: 50 rpm, 200 rpm, 500 rpm? 
  
3.  Which of the following woodworking tools make effective smoothing cuts similar to those 
achieved by a skew chisel: a square ended carpenter’s chisel, a hand-plane, an axe?  
  
4.  Can a surgeon’s scalpel be used to carve wood? 
  
5.  Name two woodturners who have influenced thousands of Australian woodturners over the last 
30-40 years.  
  

DOUBLE FACEPALM
FOR WHEN ONE FACEPALM DOESN’T CUT IT

YET THE MOST FANS FOR SOME REASON...

WORST SOCCER TEAM



Page 16Ernie Newman’s Woodturners Quiz - The Answers

1. Light can pass through wood 3mm thick, especially end grain. 3mm thick Radiata Pine allows a 
bright light to pass through endgrain.  

 2. A lathe speed of 500 rpm is slow enough for nearly all turning jobs however 200 rpm is better 
for thread chasing and 50 rpm is better for a really large faceplate piece. I once joined a group of 
farmers in Proserpine and helped turn a bowl with a diameter of 2.5 metres. The lathe was 
constructed out of a truck axle, powered by a tractor takeout, had a 600mm diameter faceplate and 
ran at 60 rpm. This was a good speed for the job. The purpose of the exercise was to turn the largest 
bowl in the world. It was laminated from 230 pieces of Mackay Cedar. After it was finished the 
group discovered that a larger bowl had been made. They weren’t deterred and dug a hole under the 
lathe to cater for a larger diameter, glued on more wood and finished with a 3.1 metre bowl and the 
record. When I first saw the bowl I was surprised that they were using a 12mm bowl gouge to turn 
the inside. This seemed a bit like sending an ant against an elephant so I suggested that a 25mm 
bowl gouge might be better. Less than 24 hours later they had made a 25mm bowl gouge. It worked 
beautifully and reduced turning time significantly. Farmers can do almost anything.   
  
3. A square ended carpenter’s chisel, a hand-plane and an axe can all be used to make effective 
smoothing cuts and a glass-like finish similar to those achieved by a skew chisel. They must be 
sharp and applied with the bevel rubbing and at a skewed angle to the workpiece.  
  
4.A surgeon’s scalpel can be used to carve wood but only if the wood is very soft. Balsa takes a 
beautiful cut from a scalpel because it is extremely soft but most species are too hard and will cause 
the blade to chip. This is because scalpels are sharpened to a much finer angle than carving tools 
which are commonly sharpened at about 20 degrees.   
  
5.Richard Raffan, Mike Darlow and Terry Martin have all written books which have had a big 
impact. All three have written many magazine articles, demonstrated widely and taught. Terry has 
organised exhibitions and the other two have produced videos and DVDs. George Hatfield and Vic 
Wood have written many magazine articles and had long teaching careers mentoring influential 
turners such as John Ewart, Stephen Hughes and Guilio Marcolongo. Vic organised the first 
woodworking symposium in Australia in 1979 and both Vic and George brought many international 
turners to Australia. 
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I can still remember my first creative writing assignment at school. I was about six or seven, and we 
had been practicing cursive writing in pen. So, as could be expected, we were asked to enlarge on 
the subject: “What do you want to be when you grow up?” 
 
I was really excited about this. I had gone through the normal Fireman, or Soldier, or Sportsman 
fantasies, but when I sat down to write, I realised that I wanted to do them all. I really wanted to do 
everything that I possibly could imagine. 
 
Well, I spent hours on that assignment. It ended up being a full page (A-5 exercise book, and lined) 
and I fair-copied it four times before it was perfect. I explained that I liked looking at insects, and 
making tall buildings with my Leggo and my wooden blocks, and playing around with numbers, 
and learning about far-away places, but I really wanted to do it all. 
 
I handed in the paper and saw that most of my classmates had written two or three lines, with ink 
splodges and words crossed out. I was already pretty competitive by that age, so I figured I was 
going to get top marks.  
 
And I can still remember when the page was handed back to me. At the top, in red pen, was a “C-“. 
And down in the main body, over my carefully written sentences, also in red pen, was “Jack of all 
Trades, Master of None”. No corrections, no noted misspellings, no amendments at all other than 
that crimson scrawl. 
 
It was the first time I had heard that saying, but I could tell it was a put-down. And it was very 
effective. 
 
At this remove, I can look back and be aware that the teacher had been ploughing through more 
than forty very juvenile efforts at expressing themselves, and she must have been tired and bored, 
and was probably just trying to curb my unrealistic enthusiasm. But guess what… It didn’t work. I 
still want to do it all. 
 
I can also remember only one teacher’s name from my infant’s school all the way up to year 11. 
Can you guess which one? Mrs. Stopper. Appropriate, wasn’t it? 
 
So, what does this have to do with Woodturning, and the Guild in particular? Well, every one of our 
groups are dedicated to the idea of teaching: Woodturning in particular, but also finishing, 
decorating, safety, and just the joy of creating something beautiful and unique from a marvellously 
varied renewable resource that is all around us. And in any teaching environment, it is just too easy 
to say something “off the cuff”, or to answer a question with a joke, or to dismiss someone’s efforts 
as “not done the right way”.  
 
At any one of our meetings, we can watch someone who has been turning for 20 years produce a 
graceful curve and a clean surface in a fraction of the time that it takes “the rest of us”, and that 
obviously produces a feeling of awe and a great deal of respect. To have that person look at your 
piece at show and tell, say, “Hmmm… OK.” and then go on to the next piece… Well, like I say, I 
can remember how it felt. 
 
To be honest, I don’t think it happens very often and when it does, I suspect it is caused more by 
“inattention” rather than malice. We are a pretty good group of “guys and gals” and part of our 
willingness to be a member of the Guild appears to include a fair amount of sensitivity and care for 
our fellow members. Certainly there is a lot of friendship. 
 
But when you see a “really bad” piece or effort, or something that just doesn’t quite “come off”, 
please remember: we were all there once. Walk gently over someone else’s pride. 
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Here is a short list of Woodturning sites that will get us started with links to some very useful sites.  

If you have any links you would like to contribute send them to guildnewsletter@exetel.com.au 

http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au/  our homepage 

http://www.wood-eze.com.au/  Leigh Ferguson’s site – sells at Southern maxi days & his own shop 

http://www.trendtimbers.com.au/   large  variety of timber, tools, lathes and finishes 

http://anagote.com/  great site for wood  

http://www.carbatec.com.au  one stop shop for most woodworking varieties 

https://www.machineryhouse.com.au/  Hare and Forbes machinery 

http://www.addictivepenkits.com.au/  amazing pen kits with an impressive site 

http://aroundthewoods.com/  excellent site for beginner and advanced turner alike 

http://www.woodturningonline.com/  incredible site with literally hundreds of articles 

http://www.woodturner.org/  The American association of Woodturners 

http://mgorrow.tripod.com/links2.html  mega link to over 500 sites! 

http://www.woodturners.co.uk/  link to most UK based clubs & links 

http://www.laymar-crafts.co.uk/  Huge site with literally hundreds of useful links 

http://www.woodturnersresource.com/  a great resource for the woodturner 

http://www.hiltonhandcraft.com/  a useful site for turners 

http://ornamentalturning.net/articles/more_woodturning_magazine.html  one stop shop for 

ornamental turners 

http://www.woodturningdesign.com/  Woodturning magazine site. 

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~pwguild/  Mornington Peninsula site in Victoria  

http://www.woodturningvideosplus.com/index.html  very good site by a pro turner 

http://www.bigtreeturnings.com/  Professional turner site from America with some useful stuff 

http://www.rockler.com  Supplier of everything you’ll ever need  (in US dollars) 

http://www.penturners.org/  American site for the pen turner fraternity – most comprehensive 

http://www.woodworkforums.com an enormous forum for everything wood and more 

http://www.woodturns.com/resources/woodturning.htm a useful resource for the turner 

http://yoyospin.com  great site for tutorials and how to videos with focus on craft items 
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GUILD MEETINGS
Guides Hall, Waldron Rd
           Chester Hill

Month Committee Bi-Monthly

March

May

July

September

November AGM

29 21 Western

31

26

27

29

17 Southern

30 Macarthur

19 Nor. Beaches

27 Stn. Highland

  BANKSTOWN CITY
WOODTURNERS INC.

Guides Hall, Waldron Rd
           Chester Hill

Saturday Tuesday

Apr 3 Apr 13

May 1 May 11

Jun 5 Jun 8

Jul 3 Jul 13

Aug 7

Sep 4 Sep 14

Oct 2 Oct 12

Aug 10

Nov 6 Nov 9

Dec 4 Dec 14

Saturdays 0800 - 1600
Tuesdays  1800 - 2100
President Kevin Santwyck
           9644 8366

         MACARTHUR 
 WOODTURNERS INC.

Robert Townson High School
Shuttleworth Ave Raby(maxi only)

Sunday Wednesday

Apr none Apr 14

May 1 & 30 May 12

Jun 27 Jun 9

Jul 25 Jul 14

Aug 29

Sep 26 Sep 8

Oct 31 Oct 13

Aug 11

Nov 28 Nov 10

Dec none Dec 5    

Sunday Maxi  0945 - 1500 cost $5
Wednesday Mini 1100 - 1430
Mini meetings at 48 Engesta Ave
Sth Camden
President Paul Kruss 9823 8340

All guild meetings 18:30 till finish
  President Bill Black 9541 2405

February

Time & Cost

1

9 a.m  $6

9 a.m  $6

9 a.m  $6

10 a.m  $6

9:45 a.m  $5

  

  EASTERN REGION
 WOODTURNERS INC.

Unit 16, 14 Anderson
  St. Banksmeadow

Sunday

May 2 

Jun 6 

Jul 4 

Aug 1 

Sep 5 

Oct10 

Nov 7 

Dec 5 

  Sundays 1000 - 1530
President Graham Tilly
          9660 3071

Feb 7

Mar 7 

Apr 11 

  

May 8 

Jun 12 

Jul 10 

Aug 14 

Sep 11 

Oct 9 

Nov 13 

Dec Xmas Tea TBA 

Feb 13

Mar 13

Apr 10 

HORNSBY DISTRICT
WOODTURNERS INC.

1 Shoplands Rd.
  Annangrove

Saturday

  Saturdays 1100 - 1630
President Lindsay Skinner
             9679 1055

Feb 6

Mar 6 Mar 9

Feb 9

Mar 28

Feb 28

Mar 10

Feb 10
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    MENAI REGION
 WOODTURNERS INC.

Menai High School
Gerald Rd. Illawong

Tuesday

Apr 20

May 11

Jun 15

Jul 20

Aug 17

Sep 14

Oct 12

Nov 16

Dec 7

Tuesdays 1800 - 2100
President Bruce Houldin
          9542 1087

NORTHERN BEACHES
 WOODTURNERS INC.

Narrabeen RSL Club Nareen
    Pde North Narrabeen

Sunday  Tuesday
Workshop

Apr 18

May 16

Jun 27

 2,9,16,23

Jul 18

Aug 15

Sep 19

Oct 17

Nov 21

Dec 12

           Sundays 0900 - 1400
        Workshops  0900 - 1200
President Meg Webster 9450 1032
           

 2,9,16,23,30

 7,14,21

  Friday
Workshop

SOUTHERN HIGHLANDS WOODIES INC.

Harbison Care Villiage
Moss Vale Rd. Burradoo

Saturday

Apr 24

May 22

Jul 24

Aug 28

Sep 25

 2,16,23,30

Oct 23

Nov 27

Dec 11

 5,12,19,26

 3,10,17,24

 4,11,18,25

 9,16,23,30

 7,14,21,28

  Friday   

SOUTHERN REGION WOODTURNERS INC.
“Cubbyhouse” Como Road 
Oyster Bay (opp. Scylla Rd.)

Wednes.
   Mini 
   Day

Apr 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Wednes.
  Mini
  Nite

  Work
  Shop
Meetng.

Saturday.
   Maxi
   Days

Thurs.
 Mini
 Day

Tue/Wed
toy/f’ship
Day

7 14 12 17 22 27-28

5 12 10 15 20 25-26

2 9 15 26** 24 22-23 

7 14 12 17 BM 22 27-28

4 11 16 21AGM 26 24-25 

1 8 13 18 23 28-29 

6 13 11 16 21 26-27 

3 10 15 20 25 23-24 

1 8 13 18++ - - 

Guild & Affiliates Calender of Events 2010

Mar 9

Feb 9

Mar 21

Feb 21  5,12,19,26

 2,9,16,23  5,12,19,26

 6,13,20,27  9,16,23,30

 4,11,18,25  7,14,21,28

 1,8,15,22,29

 6,13,20,27  2,9,16,23,30

 3,10,17,24  6,13,20,27

 7,14,21,28  3,10,17,24

 5,12,19,26  1,8,15,22,29

 2,9,16,23,30  5,12,19,26

 3,10,17

Jun 26

Mar 27

Feb 27

 5,12,19,26

 6,13,20,27

 8,15,22,29

 5,12,19,26

 3,10,17

Saturdays 1000 - 1630
Wednesday/Friday  0930 - 1230
Pls call for Wed/Fri to confirm 
meeting President John Powell 
                4871 2714
           

Mar 3 

Feb 3 10 15 20 25 23-24 

Jan 

Special
Events

10 15 20 25 23-24 

Xmas party
@ Cubby Hse 

Annual
General
Meeting

Craft
Show

Xmas party
Oct. 28th 

18,19,20
WWWS

Oyster Bay
Skool Fete

Bi-Monthly
@ Southern

Bi-Monthly
@ Southern

 Maxi days Saturday 0900 - 1500 cost $6
   Mini Days both   0900 - 1500 cost $3
         Mini nite 1800 - 2100 cost $3
Toy/Friendship days 0900 - 1400 no cost
    President Keith Moses 9528 8885
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WESTERN SYDNEY WOODTURNERS INC.

Twin Gums retreat, Cnr Northcott
 Road & Dianne Drive Lalor Park

Sunday Tuesday

Apr 18

May 16

Jun 20

Jul 18

Aug 15

Sep 19

Oct 17

Nov 21

Dec 19

             Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays:  0930 - 1530
                                   Fridays:  1900 - 2100
                         President Eddie Catford 9837 3311
Ladies days are held regularly organised by Anna Dawes 9638 6995
           

Wednesday Thursday

IN THE SHOP

Bottle Green, short sleeved with Velcro neck 
closure. Keep the shavings where they belong

Wear backwards - become a turner with attitude!

Order from:       Treasurer, Fred Warr,  4 Wittenoon 
Place   YARRAWARRAH,  2223

WOODTURNING JACKETS    $40  POST   $5

GUILD CAPS discounted to  $5!   POST   $2.50

CLOTH BADGES AND ENAMEL BADGES     $5.00

Guild & Affiliates Calender of Events 2010

Friday

Mar 21

Feb 21  2,9,16,23 4,11,18,253,10,17,24 5,12,19,26

 2,9,16,23 3,10,17,24 4,11,18,25 5,12,19,26

6,13,20,27  7,14,21,28  1,8,15,22,29 9,16,23,30

4,11,18,25 5,12,19,26 6,13,20,27  7,14,21,28

 1,8,15,22,29  2,9,16,23,30 3,10,17,24 4,11,18,25

6,13,20,27  7,14,21,28  1,8,15,22,29  2,9,16,23,30

3,10,17,24,31 4,11,18,25 5,12,19,26 6,13,20,27

 7,14,21,28  1,8,15,22,29  2,9,16,23,30 3,10,17,24

5,12,19,26 6,13,20,27  7,14,21,28  1,8,15,29

 2,9,16,23,30 3,10,17,24 4,11,18,25 5,12,19,26

 7,14,21  1,8,15,22  2,9,16 3,10,17
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Our August meeting was a somewhat chilly day with rain, but 26 members attended, and it seems 
that they had a good time, as 26 turned up again for the September meeting, even though they had 
been warned that it was to be Bankstown's AGM. The August meeting followed our regular hands 
on format, with some members happy tp watch, and others making shavings all day. Our 9 lathes 
were occupied for most of the day, as they are at every meeting. 
  
 Our September meeting weather was much the same as August, but with a hint of warmer Spring in 
the air.  The AGM was opened by our President Kevin, and the relevant reports (President's, 
Treasurer's, and Guild Committee Rep's) were submitted and accepted.  
  
John Cruickshank acted as Returning Officer, and in Bankstown's inimitable way, we saved a lot of 
time when there were no new volunteers for the executive positions, and the incumbents were 
returned unanimously. 
 
President Kevin Santwyk, Vice President Alf Lord, Secretary Doug Midgley, Treasurer Ken 
O'Donnell, Committee Rep Hasso Constantin, Membership Secretary David King, and our 
Committee members are David King, Hasso Constantin, and Bert Sims. 
  
Show and Tell was held after the AGM, and we we were able to enjoy a barbecue lunch on the 
porch, in what sunshine was available. 
 
Our members also enjoyed a demo day at Bunnings Villawood on August 29, with 2 lathes in 
operation all day, and from all reports the day was a worthwhile outing and may well result in some 
new members. 
  
Sadly, only our August Show and Tell is represented in these photos, as I forgot to take my camera 

to the September meeting.   
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Eastern Region was started in 1985-1986 by Jim Dorbis while a student of woodturning at a College 
of Technical and Further Education. Things were hard in the beginning but at the same time 
exciting                                      .             
 
Eastern Region is the smallest of all the Sydney Woodturners Guild Regions but it is well 
supported. Most of the members are working and often lack time to devote to their hobby but are 
emphatic that the eastern region will survive                    .  
 
In the early days of the Region, meetings were held at Jim Dorbis's premises, But recently meetings 
are being held in various other members workshops which is a good way of seeing other peoples 
tools and equipment and approach to workshop safety. The members find this approach very 
practical                  .   
 
Eastern Region is a miniature United Nations with members originating from Sweden, Italy, Egypt, 
Israel and Malta. Some members even come from Sydney…………………………………….  
 
Eastern Region usually meets on the first Sunday of each month although this sometimes changes to 
accomodate long week ends and other holiday periods. Details of meeting loacations and dates may 
be got from;  

· Graham Tilly (Convenor) 9660 3071 
· Stephen Gahan (Guild Representative) 98173083 

As we are a Region of the Sydney Woodturners Guild, all Guild members may attend our meetings 
and local or overseas visitors are especially welcome. We have found that it is easier to learn in a 
small group then in a large one. Our fees are $2.00 a meeting…………………………...  
 
If you are looking for a new hobby please do come and join us, you'll never regret it. 
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Twenty one members and friends either enjoyed morning coffee at our Convener's first or went 
directly to Trend Timbers' recently opened new premises at Mulgrave, where our August Meeting 
was held. Trend had organised the gala Open Days with many demonstrators, equipment displays 
and vast quantities of timber in racks and on sales tables.    

There was no formal business for the day which was essentially checking out the products and 
features incorporated in the new buildings and viewing wood turning demos from John Ewart, Daryl 
Smith and others, plus about five ornamental turners and sculptors. It was good to see ex SWG 
member Bill Swindail with 'his' Cumberland Woodworkers Inc. demonstrators, (see     
www.wood.asn.au).                  

The numerous tables displayed a good array of woodturning blanks and turning wood but at 
somewhat advanced prices. An item now made from lignum vitae or Indian ebony would 'turnout' at 
quite an expensive cost so we may need, in general, to look for the more economical cuts. 

Trend's stairway, made from many different woods (all labelled), was notable drawing much 
attention during the whole day, and the lathes on show were under frequent review as well.  

U-Beaut polishes managed to attract our convener and showed us all how to get a really great finish 
on our work. 

Russ was noticed proudly displaying the largest roughing gouge ever seen, (which he had just 
purchased), so perhaps we will see a 'big' jump in the size of his turnings in the very near future? 

Around 1 pm lunch was fairly popular and at 3 pm, after catching-up on Trend and the latest in 
turning products and equipment etc, the informative day was finished.  

At September's meeting Daryl Smith will demonstrate, the AGM will be held and  as well  a Spring 
Raffle (please bring a useful entry or two to include).  

Also there remains a number of members' fees still outstanding; please pay the treasurer at this 
meeting. 

                                           

             Till September...............please keep turning. 
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Macarthur is powering on with quite a few new members, lately. We welcome these and hope their 

stay with us is long and worthwhile. 

We are soon to be on “The Web” with our own website and more details will be forthcoming. 

Our Shirts, Caps & badges are now available so please contact John Jewell to pick up yours or 

place an order. 

We’ve been busy over the last couple of months with 4 Bunnings BBQ’s along with a couple of 
demonstrations, one of which attracted the Arts Director of The Casula Powerhouse and it looks 

like the Guild may be involved in putting on a display of our art at this very prestigious venue. 

We will be planning soon for 2011 but until then the following plans are for the rest of the year – 

3rd October there’s a mini meeting at Frank’s place 48 Engesta Ave. South Camden from 11am till 

around 2:30pm. 

17th October sees up at Mater Dei Special School where we put on a display every year. This is 

very popular with our members as there’s a lot to see and do outside and inside our pavilion. 

24th October sees us hosting a BBQ & Demonstration at Bunnings, Campbelltown. We haven’t 

been here for some time and it will be great to be back to our most rewarding venue. 

31st October sees us at our regular maxi meeting at the Robert Townson High School in Raby and 

we’ll be there from 9:45am till around 2:30pm. We’ll be in the Industrial Arts Building adjacent to 

the last car park, on the left, as you go up Shuttleworth Ave. from Spitfire Drive. 

10th November we will again have a mini meeting at Frank’s, South Camden. 

27th November sees us hosting a BBQ & Demonstration at Bunnings, Hoxton Park so we will be 

asking for help. Please let me know if you have a couple of hours to spare. 

28th November we are having our last maxi meeting for 2010 so let’s see if we can get most of our 

members there. 

5th December is our Christmas Party at Frank’s place 48 Engesta Ave. South Camden from around 

10am. Please bring a chair and a “plate” along with your partner, if you wish.  

Keep Turning 

I’ll see you around the traps 

Chris Dunn 

Reluctant reporter 
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We are one of the affiliated incorporated organisations that that comprise the Sydney 
Woodturners Guild Inc.  
 
As a region, of moderate size, we concentrate on giving the members that attend our monthly 
meetings 'hands-on' tuition and advice.  
 
Our Aims  

· To create an environment where new and existing members can receive informal, 
personal and 'hands-on' woodturning tuition.  

· To provide a venue where members can discuss all woodturning issues.  

· To provide demonstrations, presentations and advice as and when members require.  

 

Workshop  

The workshop has 5 Woodfast lathes, complete with tools, various chucks and faceplates.  

This equipment is supplemented with the region's Teknatool Comet lathe, which has its own 

tools and accessories.  

 

What we do  

Members are encouraged to bring timber and tools and, under guidance if required, work on their 

projects.  

The region supplies timber and tools for those members who do not yet have their own.  

 

Visitors, even those of you just mildly curious, and members from other regions are more than 

welcome to come along to any of our meetings.  

You will enjoy the company, make new friends and be encouraged to ask plenty of questions. 

Meeting are held monthly on Tuesdays at 6 pm. 
Verify specific meeting dates by contacting President, Bruce Houldin on 9541 4050  

 Our meetings are held in the woodworking workshop of the Menai High School.  
Entry to the parking area is from Gerald Road, Illawong. (See map below) 
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SYDNEY WOODTURNERS GUILD INC.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2009/2010 AFFILIATE PRESIDENTS

Bill Black 02 9541 2405 President

Alex Bendeli 02 9416 1976 Vice -President

Fred Warr 02 9520 9401 Treasurer

Chris Dunn 02 9607 0940 Secretary

AFFILIATED ASSOCIATION REPRESENTATIVES

Hasso Constantin 029724 1203 Bankstown

Stephen Gahan 02 9817 3083 Eastern 

Greg Croker 02 9498 2350 Hornsby

Bruce Houldin 02 9542 1087 Menai

Fred Schaffarczyk South.  Highlands

Warren Rankin 02 9600 8061 Southern Region

Gordon Mckenzie 02 9451 0058 Northern Beaches

John Jewell 02 9601 2610 Macarthur

Ron Devine Western Syd.

OFFICERS

Warren Rankin 02 9600 8061 Public Officer

Warren Rankin 02 9600 8061 Education Officer

Scott Rollo 02 9533 4086 BH & E Editor

02 4889 4316

02 9639 6099

Kevin Santwyk 02 9644 8366 Bankstown

Graham Tilly 02 9660 3071 Eastern 

Lindsay Skinner 02 9679 1055 Hornsby

Bruce Houldin 02 9542 1087 Menai

John Powell South.  Highlands

Keith Moses 02 9528 8885 Southern Region

Meg Webster 02 9450 1032 Syd. Northern

Paul Kruss 02 9823 8340 Macarthur

02 4871 2714

02 9837 3311Eddie Catford Western Syd.

Find us on the Web at:

All correspondence to:

The Secretary
Sydney woodturners Guild Inc.
28 Hayman Avenue
HINCHINBROOK  N.S.W 2168
Phone:  02 9607 0940

E-Mail us at:

Submissions to the Editor:

MAIL:     Call for address.
EMAIL:    
TEL:       02 9533 4086 or 0438 569 969

All submissions will be gratefully accepted.  Original photos 
will be returned but we prefer soft copies if available.  Please 
submit articles in PDF, Word or text files.

guildnewsletter@exemail.com.au

http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au

admin@sydneywoodturners.com.au


