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THE	OFFICIAL	NEWSLETTER	OF	THE	SYDNEY	WOODTURNERS	GUILD	INC.		



MAY	MESSAGE	FROM	THE	PRESIDENT.	

	

As	many	of	you	would	know	Hasso	has	decided	to	leave	Sydney	and	
move	north	to	Lemon	Tree	Passage.	Why	he	would	want	to	do	this	I	
do	not	know.	Sydney	is	so	appealing.	

I	wish	to	welcome	back	to	the	By	Hand	and	Eye	editorship	Sue	Borg.	
She	has	agreed	to	take	it	on	again.	As	a	result,	I	feel	that	I	must	say	
what	I	said	at	the	beginning	of	my	time	as	President.	

“As	the	representative	to	the	Guild	I	have	seen	3	BH&E	Editors	come	
and	go	due	to	what	I	believe	to	be	unwarranted	and	unnecessary	
complaints.	It	is	the	right	of	all	members	to	help	the	representatives,	
and	the	Guild	Executive,	to	run	the	organisation	better.	As	such	if	
you	have	some	constructive	suggestions,	(i.e.	a	complaint	with	a	
possible	solution),	I	welcome	your	input.”	Personal	attacks	cannot	be	
tolerated.	

I	want	everyone	to	know	that	the	Region	Representatives,	The	
members	of	the	Executive,	Our	Events	Coordinator,	Membership	
Secretary,	and	the	BH&E	Editor	have	my	full	and	complete	support.	

The	editor	of	the	BH&E	has	full	and	complete	editorial	control.	Their	
decision	is	final.	The	same	goes	for	our	Events	Coordinator.	

If	anyone	does	not	like	the	way	things	are	being	done	they	are	most	
welcome	to	put	in	a	constructive	suggestion,	and	I	would	encourage	
them	to	attend	the	next	AGM	and	nominate	for	the	relevant	
position.	



The	year	so	far	has	been	a	busy	one.	Thanks	to	David	King	the	Easter	
Show	was	a	great	success,	especially	for	Eastern	Regions’	Catherine	
Ritter.	It	was	interesting	talking	to	Catherine,	it	seems	that	she	
almost	did	not	enter	the	competition.	She	did	not	think	her	items	
were	good	enough	for	the	show.	In	summary,	3	items	entered,	a	
First,	a	Second,	a	Third	and	a	Highly	Commended,	not	bad	for	not	
considered	good	enough.	I	hope	that	many	more	people	will	enter	
next	year.	

David	is	busy	organising	the	Working	with	Wood	Show.	He	will	need	
demonstrators	and	people	to	watch	the	tables.	Please	help	your	
Guild	out	by	participating.	

I	have	only	been	able	to	get	the	Bankstown	Region	so	far	this	year.	
This	is	due	to	my	personal	situation.	I	still	have	the	aim	to	get	around	
to	all	the	regions	in	the	next	few	months.	

As	I	have	said	before,	I	believe	membership	of	the	Guild	is	a	privilege,	
not	a	right.	

Finally	I	look	forward	to	meeting	members	at	various	activities	and	
wish	you	all	well	in	your	turning	activities.	Until	next	time.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Philip	McLeod	
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A	TURNER	WILL	TAKE	ANY	OPPORTUNITY	TO	TURN.	

Philip	McLeod	Eastern	Region	

Recently as all Eastern Region know I took a 5 week trip to Europe. 
As part of the trip we had 2 weeks river cruising down the Seine 
River, what a wonderful way to see the world. 
As part of this trip there was an excursion to a Textile Museum at 
Bolbec, (really extraordinary), and a visit to a Normandy Traditional 
Museum. At this museum they showed us how they processed Flax, 
Something I had heard of, but knew nothing about. Why we do not 
use more of this incredible material I do not know. 

 
Raw Flax, Left Hand, Processed Flax, Right Hand. 

Flax is produced by a plant and the stem is stripped away to get to 
the fibre inside.  
Flax is grown for its oil, used as a nutritional supplement, and as an 
ingredient in many wood-finishing products. Flax fibres are used to 



make linen. The Latin species name usitatissimum means " most 
useful". 
Also in the museum was a lot of woodworking tools, including a 
Treddle Lathe, complete with a piece of wood mounted in the Lathe 
and tools. I was pointing out various things about the Lathe and how 
it operates when one of the people who run the museum asked if I 
would like to have a go on the Lathe. As the new President of the 
Sydney Woodturners Guild I answered, “Is the Pope a Catholic”, I 
think that they did not quite understand that, so I said “Oui”. The 
result as the  pic below.

 
Me at the Treddle Lathe. 

It was actually a very good machine to use, and the tools were nice 
and sharp, so it was easy to use. There is no chance of burning out 
tools here. You did have to get the idea of moving your leg up and 
down while keeping your hand steady, but a few goes at the peddle 



and it came fairly easy. Unfortunately I did not have time to finish the 
piece, but everyone got some photos of me at work. 
I could not finish the piece as we had to go and try some Cider and a 
local Cider Cake. Life is hard sometimes, but someone has to grin 
and bear it. 
So, remember turn at every opportunity, life is full of fun. 
	

	

CATHERINE	RITTER	EASTERN	REGION	WOODTURNERS	
SYDNEY	ROYAL	EASTER	SHOW	SUCCESS.	

I	have	never	considered	myself	to	be	a	great	woodturner.	
Although	I	make	all	types	of	items	from	jewellery	to	vases,	
platters	and	lidded	boxes	I	simply	quietly	work	at	improving	
my	craftsmanship	with	each	piece.	

As	a	result	I	almost	did	not	enter	anything	into	the	Royal	
Easter	Show.	I	did	not	consider	my	items	to	be	of	a	high	
enough	standard.	However	the	results	speak	for	themselves.

	



SEGMENTED	VASE	FIRST	PRIZE	AND	AWARD	OF	EXCELLENCE	

This	Vase	is	17	cm	high,	with	the	top	diameter	of	15cm	and	a	
base	diameter	of	5	cm.	it	is	made	up	of	left	over	pieces	of	
Rosewood	cut	and	smoothed	to	fit	together.	The	top	and	
Base	are	made	of	African	Black	wood	and	there	is	some	Huon	
Pine	in	one	of	the	rings.	For	those	who	have	turned	
Rosewood	you	will	appreciate	how	difficult	it	is,	with	a	
tendency	to	tear	and	chip	out	as	you	work	it.	The	Rosewood	
was	sourced	from	Anagote	Timbers.	It	was	offcuts	in	one	of	
their	bins.	Once	sanded	a	sealer	of	shellac	was	applied	and	
finally	Buffing	Oil	was	applied	to	provide	a	nice	gloss	finish.	

	
LIDDED	BOX	SECOND	PLACE,	BOX	CATEGORY	

The	box	and	lid	are	made	of	Jarrah	Burl,	with	African	Black	
Wood	trim.	Stirling	Silver	bands	complete	the	decoration	on	
this	very	pretty	box.	Burl	is	always	tricky	to	turn	as	with	holes	
and	weaknesses	running	in	all	directions	the	chance	of	a	
piece	flying	out	at	you	is	very	real.		The	box	is	just	7.5	cm	high	
and	7.5	cms	in	diameter.	The	finish	is	a	sealer	of	shellac	with	
a	Buffing	Oil	finish	coat.	



	
	

	

PLATTER	THIRD	PLACE	PLATTER	CATEGORY	

Although	this	piece	only	won	a	third	place	prize	it	is	my	
personal	favourite.	It	is	made	of	Red	Gum	with	the	bowl	
decoration	made	up	of	24	carat	gold	leaf	applied	to	the	
surface.	The	item	is	just	about	as	big	as	I	can	make	on	my	
lathe.	It	is	28	cms	in	diameter.	Again	the	finish	is	a	sealer	of	
shellac	with	a	Buffing	Oil	finish	coat.	

I	sincerely	hope	that	my	success	will	inspire	others	who	think	
that	their	work	is	ordinary	to	have	a	go	and	enter	the	various	
competitions.	You	never	know	what	you	might	achieve,	or	
where	it	might	lead	you.	I	wish	you	all	well	in	the	future.	

	

	
	



On	some	sad	news		from	the	Cubby	house	Newsletter	

																																				Vale	Ken	Stuart				

		

																				5	January		1939			-	19	April	2017	age	78		

		

Ken	was	a	long	standing	member	of	the	"Cubby	House"	joining	in		
July	1996	member	number	20.	Ken	was	a	very	keen	and	active	
member	who	treasured	his	time	with	the	wood-turners.	He	got	
pleasure	in	taking	on	the	more	difficult	projects	such	as	a	wooden	
clock	and	a	spinning	wheel,	daunting	tasks	for	any	turner.	He	also	
demonstrated	on	maxi	days	and	had	fun	making	Ducks	as	in	the	
picture	and	talking	through	their	production.	Ken	succumbed	after	a	
short	illness.	His	farewell	service	on	Friday	28	April	was	attended	by	
many	members	of	the	Cubby	House.		Ken	is	survived	by	a	brother	
Ray,	also	a	member,	his	wife	Maxine	and	his	twin	sons	Steven	and	
Grant.	His	daughter	Kim	passed	away	in	2016.	There	is	no	doubt	Ken	
will	be	missed	by	the	members	of	the	Cubby.	His	profile	was	printed	
in	the	Cubby	House	June	2016	and	on	a	personal	note	as	well	as	
sharing	the	same	first	name	we	also	had	a	common	early	history	as	I	
discovered	from	his	profile.	Ken	McEwen	Ed.			

		

Vale	Peter	Ellis	Peter	member	76		joined	November	2008	passed	
away	on	15th	May	his	funeral	is	to	be	held	on	Friday	19	May	at	
Olsen’s	Chapel	Sutherland	at	11am..	Our	thoughts	and	sympathy	go	
to	his	wife	Nann	and	his	family.	Another	member	who	will	be	missed.		

	

	 	



	

EASTERN	REGION	CALENDAR	DATES	2017.	

Shed	Openings	are	at	169	Bilga	Crescent,	Malabar.	

EVENT	 DATE	
SHED	OPEN	1000	to	1230	 Friday	5	May	
SHED	OPEN	0900	to	1600	 Saturday	6	May	

MONTHLY	MEETING	1000	to	1600	 Sunday	7	May	
SHED	OPEN	1000	to	1230	 Friday	12May	
SHED	OPEN	0900	to	1600	 Saturday	13	May	
SHED	OPEN	1000	to	1230	 Friday	19	May	
SHED	OPEN	0900	to	1600	 Saturday	20	May	
SHED	OPEN	1000	to	1230	 Friday	26	May	
SHED	OPEN	0900	to	1600	 Saturday	27	May	
SHED	OPEN	1000	to	1230	 Friday	2	June	
SHED	OPEN	0900	to	1600	 Saturday	3	June	

MONTHLY	MEETING	1000	to	1600	 Sunday	4	June	
SHED	OPEN	1000	to	1230	 Friday	9	June	
SHED	OPEN	0900	to	1600	 Saturday	10	June	
SHED	OPEN	1000	to	1230	 Friday	16	June	
SHED	OPEN	0900	to	1600	 Saturday	17	June		
SHED	OPEN	1000	to	1230	 Friday	23	June	
SHED	OPEN	0900	to	1600	 Saturday	24	June	
SHED	OPEN	1000	to	1230	 Friday	30	June	
SHED	OPEN	0900	to	1600	 Saturday	1	July	

MONTHLY	MEETING	1000	to	1600	 Sunday	2	July	
SHED	OPEN	1000	to	1230	(END	

SCHOOL	TERM	2)	
Friday	30	June	

	 	
QUEEN’S	BIRTHDAY	WEEKEND	 10	to	12	June	

	 	
	 	

SCHOOL	TERM	3	BEGINS	 Monday	17	July	
	 	
	 	
	 	
	 	
	 	
	 	
	 	
	 	
	 	

	

	



																												Articles	to	the	by	hand	and	eye	

	 	 	 byhandandeye@gmail.com	

																																					Find	us	on	the	web	

																														www.sydneywoodturners.com.au	

																																			Email	webmaster	at	

																												admin@sydneywoodturners.com.au	

																							All	non	hand	and	eye	articles	goes	to	the	secretary	

																													sydneywoodturners@gmail.comail		

																																							Snail	mail,	secretary	

																															Sydney	woodturners	Guild	Inc.	

																								2	Docharty	street	Bradbury	NSW	2560	

	

																						Disclaimer	
The	by	hand	and	eye	is	a	newsletter	produced	for	the	

	Sydney	Woodturners	Guild	Inc.	

Any	opinions,	views	or	articles	published	are	not	necessary	
those	of	the	committee.	

Although	every	care	is	taken	in	preparing	by	hand	and	eye,	
the	committee	cannot	accept	responsibility	or	liability	for	any	
errors	or	omissions.	

																						

	

	


