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COVER PHOTO

Guild President Mac Knowles is congratulated by the State Governor Sir James
Rowland at the investiture at Government House Sydney on 15th March 1985,

Mac was awarded the OAM in the Order of Australia awards for “service (o the
banking industry”.

APRIL MEETING

The subject of wood finishing is such a broad one that Dave Marks (Head Teacher
of French Polishing STC), who gave such an interesting and informative talk on
the subject in August 1984 has been invited to this meeting to expand on the
basic information of his talk on a question and answer basis.

Bring all your queries and problems to the meeting and get the answers.

A provisional programme has been decided for subsequent meetings as follows
(and will be confirmed in subsequent issues of the Newsletter):

28th June Woodturning design.
16th August Bowl turning demonstration — by an cxpert.
25th October Talk by Tasmanian expert.

FEBRUARY MEETING

Bruce Leadbeater gave an interesting talk on his trip to the U.S.A. to lecture on
and demonstrate his microwave drying technique. Bruce is a very accomplished
speaker and was impressed by the interest aroused among microwave oven
manufacturers in producing a special oven for the purpose for use in schools
and other similar institutions.

Bruce’s talk was followed by a demonstration of basic woodturning techniques
with George Hatfield on spindle tuming, John Ewart on faceplate work and
Burnie Axford demonstrating tool grinding. It is not possible in a publication
such as ours to report in any detail (many books are available) but it is very
interesting to find that every time you see such a demonstration, new points of
understanding and technique arise.

A set of professionally designed woodturning tools available from The Woodturning
Centre was also on display.

YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

There has been no written response to our Technical Adviser George Hatfield’s
offer to answer technical questions submitted by letter. Consequently a short
period will be set aside at each of our meetings for verbal queries on turning

problems. These will be reported in the Newsletter where appropriate.

CHOOSING A LATHE

A quick count shows at least 25 lathes available to the serious amateur, craftsman
or hobbyist and many more if larger and heavier professional machines are included.

The logic of selection divides into these headings:-

1.  SIZE. This naturally depends on the size of work contemplated and
will be most covered by a centre height above bed of 6” (150 m/m)
and a length of 36” (885 m/m) between centres. A gap bed will
increase this centre height by about 2” (50 m/m) for faceplate work
(bowls, platters, sand discs, etc.) and by working on the left hand
(outside) end of the headstock larger work still can be accommodated.

Smaller lathes of 4% and 5 centre height and between-centre
distances of 24” and 30” are also available. Bed extensions for
longer work can also be had.

2. WEIGHT. Vibration is an important point to consider and there is no doubt
that cast-iron is the most substantial answer to this, either in cast head and
tailstocks on a steel or wooden bed, or ideally on a cast bed and even a
cast base, stand or legs. Steel construction, nevertheless, can be quite
satisfactory and reduces costs in manufacture.

3. ENGINEERING AND DESIGN. Cast-iron as above, lends itself to more
aesthetic, flowing lines resulting in more pleasing design generally. A
cast-iron bed also permits a gap bed to be more easily integrated into
the design. All steel lathes can also be had with gap beds and all
desirable design features, as well as being very robust they also will be
cheaper. Ball bearings are now universal in machine spindles generally
with seals or shields to keep the grease in and dust out and can run
sometimes for years without attention. Roller bearings are generally
reserved for heavier machines as are thrust bearings. Standard radial
bearings are acceptable for light lathes and are almost universal these
days. One lathe at least is fitted with four such bearings, instead of
two, giving much greater load and thrust capabilities accordingly.

A standard thread on the right-hand of the spindle is most desirable, as

it is also on the left-hand end. As every manufacturer has his own idea
of a standard this “standard” is hard to maintain, but in Australian

lathes one inch B.S.F. is used on at least four brands which assists greatly
when special chucks and attachments are required as these are generally
stocked for immediate delivery.

Hollow-bored Headstock spindles with No.2 morse taper bores on the
R.H. end are also very desirable, enabling quick interchangeability of
taper-shank centres, drills, drill Shucks, small face-plates etc. This feature
is not possible with thread sizes less than one inch (25 m/m). Drive is
now universal by stepped aluminium or cast-iron pulleys, giving 3, 4, or
5 speeds from a matching motor pulley.

Continued on Page 10
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Ve are WOOD LATHZ SPECIALISTS, estiéblished €3 years.

wWe sell only Reliable, Trustworthy, Qualiity Lathes and Equipment.
DABAR 7-1/2 x 4C" extra heavy, all-cast construction.
WCODFAST MONEL 900 6 x 36" all-cast construction.
WOODFAST MCDEL 1000 cast-iron and fabricatad steel construction.
WOODFAST MODEL X150 6 x 36" cast-iron and fabricated steel construction
TOUGH 6 % 3C" all-cast constructicn.
DURDEN 5 x 30" cast-iron with fclded steel bed.
GOLDING 6 x 34", heavy tubular all-steel construction.

All with rall-bearing spindles of one inch or more diameter and
Ho. 2 Morse sockets. All usually available from stock with or
without floorstands anc rotors.

MLL ACCESECRIES, TCOLS AND ZCQUIPKENT.
We maintain an extensive stocii, mostly of cur own design and
manufacture, cr importec, of the fcllowing:-
CHUCKS, Six-in-onz, all-stecl components, threaded to order.
CU7 all-steel, any capacity oi thnread to order.
SPIGCT, all-steel components, 1%, 1-1/2% 2* capacity.
SUPASCRU, 3 or 4" all-steel, threaded to order.
PINGRIP, ell-stecl, any size or thread to order.
WOODFAST Microwave 3 in 1, threaded to order.
ENGINEERS' 4" or 6", 3 or 4 jaw, backplates to order.
CENTRES, Spur drive, 2, 3, or 4, wirg, dismeter and taper to order.
Solid, ball bearing, cup, hollow, core or pilot tail centres
to order.
- BCCESSORIES, Fear Turning Attachments (Cutrigger Rest Supports),
Faceplates 4,6,6,10". Sand Discs, Deep-boring Lampstand
Sete, Copying Attachnents, etc.
TOOLS, Imported high Speec¢ and Carbon steel from Sorby, Henry
Taylor, hshley Islecs, Lura. Roughing and Deep-flute Gouges,
Superflutes, Parting Tcols, Chisels.

RECONDITIONED LATHES.

Renniks Pebuilt Wcodfast, Hyco, Myford, etc. Lecome available
regularly.

werzsie CHAS.E.SKINNER PTY.LTD. _ v

conan, et sccwers HOOUWORKING MACHINERY MERCHANTS, IMPORTERS AND EKGINEERS 8!6 b
SKINNER 39D COLLEGE STREET, GLADESVILLE, 2111 Eatabliohed 63 yaens.

EXOTIC TIMBER SPECIALISTS

Stocks available for prompt delivery anywhere in Australia

Sugar Pine
Tawa
Taun

Kauri

American Oak
Blackbean

Blackwood

Ebony

Western Red Cedar
Walnut — American

Tallowwood

Teak

Mahogany Brazilian

Lignum Vitae
Myrtle

Maple
Merbau
Nyatoh

Ghana Hydua
Japanese Oak

Huon Pine
Jelutong

— Peruvian
— African

PauMarfin
Palisanda

Japanese Eim

— Queensland

Stock of Brazillan Mahogany Lining Boards
Pius large stocks of Tasmanian Oak, Victorian Ash and Radiata Pine

Trade Services: Kiln drying ® Machining ® Treatment — CCA — VACSOL

MATHEWS TIMBER PTY LTD

:(02) 674 1438,

2 3133, Tel: 874 1666 (8 lines) Telex: ‘1immat 3265S.

Branch & Warehouse: 29 Anvil Road, Seven Hills, Sydney. Tel

128 Rooks Road, Vermont, Victor




THE WOODTURNING CENTRE |

44A AVENUE ROAD, MOSMARN, N.S\. 2088. Telephone (02) 969 1900

WOODTURNII\!G CLASSES

Retailer of all Tools
and Equipment from
Woodwork Tool Supplies

TOUGH LATHES

kkhkXikErhhdk*

WOODFAST

TEKNATOOL WOODTURNING LATHE

Cast headstock and tailstock
$395.00 (without motor)

10% Discount to

Guild members on the
following items-

*Flexible Sandpaper

WOODTURN[NG EQUIPMENT *Round Tiles

*Sorbys Tools
- *Wattyl finishes
LATHES: &\##E/;ND TALK TO A PROFESSIONAl.'}JOODTURNEH ABOUT OUR RANGE OF *Tool Rests

50~ & 75~ KIT
(FPC/50-75/ wi)

*Alum. Oxide Slipstones
TOOLS: SORBYS, HENRY TAYLOR HIGH SPEED STEEL TOOLS.

PLUS OUR OWN RANGE OF HIGH SPEED STEEL LONG AND STRONG GOUGES.
ALSO HIGH SPEED STEEL BLANKS FOR CHISELS AND PARTING TOOLS.

ACCESSORIES: A FULL RANGE OF WGODTURNING ACCESSORIES PLUS DRILLS; BANDSAWS,

; - 75 KIT
’1 (:;(;C’;,I/lwu (rrarrsy Wi GRINDERS etc.

E",.- .‘@ *FOR BROCHURES ON WOODTURNING CQURSES
BRA P A

PHONE {02) 969 1900




Ed Pennell School Supplies :

11 Milner Avenue, Kirrawee, NSW, 2232
Phone: (02) 521 2993

OUR AL I5 TO STOCK A RANGE OF NATIVE

TIMBERGS SUITABLE FOR ALL CRAFT PUKPUSES.
CLOCK MOVEMENTS

PLEASE PHUNE BEFORI CALLING.
] RUDHBEY HiSH DERSON

PENDULUM MOVEMENT
INCLUOING HANDS

$26.00 esch B ANAGOTE P"l I-TD-

RARE AND UNUSUAL

MUSIC BOX MECHANISMS ‘ , AUSTRALIAN TIMBERS
[]
$17.00 each

98 Taylor St.
Aanandale 2038 Phone {02) 6601382

AUSTRALIAN HiD CEDhR, ROSEWOOD, WHITE BEECH,
BLACK BEAN, N.S.W. BLACKWuLD, HUON PINE, -
PORKST UAX, CAMPHUR LAUREL, -SCRUB BEEPWOOD,
FLOODED GUNM, QUEENSLAHND WALNUT, QUEENSLAND
ACTUAL SIZE ¢ ) MAPLE, SALKoOh BEAN, YKLLOW WALNUT, COACHWOD,
: ' SILKY CAK, CRAB AFFLE, HUUP PINE, TVORY#WuLD,
BRUWN BE~CH, TALLOWuuUD, BLUE GUMd, BLACKBUTT,
HRED CARKHUSLEN, YELLUwW CARRUBESN, I'IGEORBIARY
AGH, liGiw HEAD BULCH, CultkJuuD, SCRUB PLUM.

IP 40 IAVEH'T GuP 1T, WE MaY Bi ABLE TG GET
IT, BUT AUSTRaLIAN TINB.'(; ONLY.

QUARTZ MOVEMENT INCLUDING HANDS

$11.50 each




10

Tailstocks also should have No.2 taper bores for the same reason as above,
preferably with self-ejecting mechanism by winding in the handwheel.
Hollow tail stocks with matching hollow centres are a further refinement
for deep boring operations but not essential as this can be done by
alternative means. Very few lathes have hollow tailstocks. A quick-action
lever-clamp is also desirable for locking the tailstock to the bed, but again
is not found on many lathes. The spanner and nut system is cheaper but
still quite effective.

Rests and sockets. The ideal shape of the rest is largely a matter of
personal choice and experience. A straight parallel rest is generally approved
and can be flat, round, half-round, straight or curved bevelled. European
rests are often very wide to support the entire hand rather than just a
finger grip.

Rest-sockets or brackets are generally of the slotted type with spanner and
nut tightening with vertical adjustment through a post with small lever
tightening. An improved type has cam-clamp tightening of front-to-back
and left-to-right movements in one quick quarter turn of the front lever.
Also there is no nut to reduce the effective centre height of the lathe.

4. COST. This is largely affected by design, since cast-iron components are
more costly to produce than steel. Nevertheless all steel lathes are quite
efficient and several reliable types are available. Overall cost can be reduced
by building your own stand, either in steel (bolted or welded) or wood,
using plywood tops and motor-shelves and 37 x 2> or heavier frames.
Supports can also extend from a wall in the form of hangers or brackets.
Motors to suit 6” (150 m/m) lathes should be % H.P. for preference,
certainly not less than % H.P. Smaller sizes are easily overloaded and
burned out and more costly in the long run as a consequence. Overload
reset buttons are very desirable, otherwise a switch with thermal overloads
is recommended. These must match the motor to be effective.

Size of lathe will also affect cost, too small a lathe or one lacking the
facilities as described above will be a constant future frustration. It is
recommended to consider not less than 5” (125 m/m) but 6” (150 m/m)
for preference. There are several cheaper, imported lathes on the market
with very doubtful motors and inferior engineering and which should be
avoided in spite of their attractive price.

Jack Skinner, Gladesville.

Thank you for this article, Jack. Other members are reminded that any suitable
articles will be welcomed. (What happened to “Diggin”?)

GOOD LUCK to Geoff Irving who left school teaching in New Zealand to come
to N.SW. to learn woodturning the professional way and is now retuming home
to become our only professional woodtuming member in that country.
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POPULAR CHOICE COMPETITION

Thlsb wals again won by Jack Hungerford with a well conceived and executed built
up bowl.

Tom Bartie took second prize with a spinning wheel and Stuart Webber third with
a pine bowl showing knots around the periphery.

Unfortunately the camera suffered a “pilot error” type fault after the first two
shots and the record is not complete.

To give you more time to prepare, subjects for subsequent meetings in 1985 have
been set as follows:

April Lamps
June Open
August Any item in “garden timber”
October Bowls.
RING GOUGE

Yin Smith has advised that from the report on his ring gouge in the October 1984
issue of the Newsletter it could be inferred that he was assisted by others in the
development of the ring and that this is entirely incorrect.

Such an implication was not intended and the possibility of the inference being
drawn is regretted.
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The Woodturners Society of Queensland who held a week-end seminar in 1983

is planning a similar event next year and has asked for suggestions on the areas
to be covered.

If you have any thoughts on this matter would you please contact the Secretary.

OBJECTIVES

a) To promote the craft of hand woodturning in N.S.W.

b) To bring together individuals interested in woodturning.

¢) To exchange woodturning ideas and knowledge through such avenues as:
Discussion
Seminars Y
Demonstrations )
Recurring Education
Competitions

d) To encourage interest in woodturning through the display of

turned articles at exhibitions, shows, fairs, etc.

e) To inform members of the availability of turnery timbers and

associated items. Where possible to arrange purchase
at prices advantageous to members.

f) To seek and exert a progressive influence on the design
and techniques of woodturning.

THE COMMITTEE
President : Mac KNOWLES 449 2520 (H)
V. President : Bert BRITTON 57 6457 (H)
Secretary : Allen REAY 772 2681 (H) 264 1144 (W)
Treasurer : Bob HOWARTH 412 2043 (H) 29 6391 (W)
Tech. Advisor : George HATFIELD 888 1939 (H) 217 3205 (W)
Info. Advisor : John EWART 960 3826 (H) 217 3205 (W)
Editor : Ken GRAY 451 5715 (H)
Committee : Tom BARTIE 94 5598 (H)

Arch COOKE 419 2573 (H)

Don WILSON 713 8988 (H)

SUBSCRIPTION: $10.00 per annum.




